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Se abre In saién = las 9130 a. m, 


ol #residente, Hon, Claro. uM, Recto. 
Zl SR, PRESIDTNTS, Se abre la sesién, 





ocupande @l1 estrade 


DISPENSACION DE LA LEGTUR A Dz 
LISTA Y DEL ACTA * 


MR, ESCARTAL, Mr. Presidamt, I move that the reading of 
the roll and of the minutes of the last session be di spensed 
wi *h 


TH. PRESIDENT, Gomo se pide, 
RL SR. GASTRO, Sle Presidente, 


DISPRAGHO DE LOS ASUNTOS QUE ESTAN SOBRE 
LA MESA DRL SR, PRESIDENTE, 


BZ, GR, PRESIDENTE, Léacnes los documentos recibidos, 
EL SR, S&GRCTARTO 
(Insértese, ) 
SR, KFAPUNAN, Sefior Presidente. 
SL SR, PR SIDRETEZ, Sefier Delegador por Leyte, 
EL SR, KAPUWAN, Pido que e@a reeconecide ¢1 Delegade 


Mons, Castros 


DISCURSO DE MONS, ASTRO EN GONTRA 
DE LA RESOLVOION “SIAS 


ML SR, GASTROZ Sefer Presidente, sefiores Delegados: La 


desbordente amimaciéf que reian en esta augusta Asemblea es un 
antes @l1 hablar de libere 





guste motive de alegm nacional. 5i 


tad era un cirmen imperdonable que ilevo el sacrificio de gu 


vida « mucho ppostoles 4¢ nuestra libertad, shore 14 miama 


america neo guie a seruir sin desmay oe @seabroso camine de n 


nuestr gedencion final. 
suerte de 10s pueblos ha movido 


un razgo de liberahidad sin 


Dios que vels por 1« 


al Gengreo America © otorgarno s 
ae las colonias disponiends en 1a 





precedente en ia hi storia 










Um pespues periods transitoric de dies afios para ent remarnos 


vee 





® quienes merecen, debo manifestar que sta conguista se debe 
al ipreductible teaén de nuestro eaudilles nacionales eon la 





eooperacion de los ¢lementos vivos de nuestra patria, Bn la 
constitueion que formamos debemos incerir la mayor disis posé- 
ble de nuestra ansia de libertad y de macionalisacion. Pues 
el pajare eneerrddo, una vez abierta la jaula, vuela presorose 
para volver & reinar ¢n ¢] ¢spacio para respirar la dulsura 
@1 aire libre y comtempalr las maravilias de la maturalesza, 
Pero por i8 legica de las cosas cualquier benefico esta on pa- 
relele gon algun de ber o compromisl. Bete mos eeonseja y 
meeura @n ia cornfeceion de nuestra constitucion perque la Ley 
Tydines-Meduffie como cual quier legajo que trata de impertan- 
tisime asupte es de suyo conPlieada como 12 maravillossa y 
delieceda orcanizacion de nuestro cuerpo, ¥ de Jager & ampli- 
ao y Variadan interpretaciones que tividen las opiniones. 

La Cusstion eoasionanda por le Ley Tydings-MeDuffie ya nos 


empalaga pero um nusvo punto de Vista puede servir Gomo um 
punto de eonfluencia 4¢ las opiniones ante- 
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J reme a@ olive y 
: gonieas. 

El fundamento mas solido de la opinion sobre una consti-~ 
: tueion 491 Gomeowealth y 4¢ la Republica a le wes estribs on 
J 
J el art. @ (b) imeiso (2) “Que ios funehonarios elegides y que 
| n adoptado de conformidad con ias 


siervan bajo 1a Gonstitucio 
disposiciones de ¢@ ta Ley seran los funcionaries constitucio- 


endente de las Islas Filipinas 


es en todos los respectos | 
y babilitades pers ejereer sus funcionses | 


como si habieses sido elegidos directamente bajo dicho go- 
y serviran aAurente todo el ejercicio del eargo que 





males de sovierno libre @ indep 








pierne, 










































8° Preseribe en ia Gonstitueion, 

La palabra “"habilitades* 
commonwealth para ser 
del covierne 


Splicada a los funcionaries del 
despues funciomarios constitucionales 
(Pilipino) libre e independiente, les da perso- 
nmalidad djuridiea para servir de funSienarios de la Republi- 


sa Fil pina, proque su primitive juridios que les dio e) 

com onw@alth para ser sus funcionarios Gaduce gon la termina- 
cion del Commonwealth. La citado habilitacion emana de le 
Republiga, De aqui se infiere que la Constitution de Gommen- 
wealth queda limitada dentro del Commonwealth. 

Esto demuestra la persipieaz prevision del Gongrese Ameé MN. 
Ticane a favor d@ pveble Filipine para que, si a su debido | 
yiempo poe owiquier motivo se retrasa la formacéion de la Cons- 
titueion de la futura Republica Filipina, no se retrase e] ad- 
venimiente de este repuplica. 

Otre fundamento solido de la opinion a fovor de la Gons- 
tituciém dual, op para e] commonwealth y Republica, se apoya 
en la cldusula de la Ley que dices “al termino de diez afies e1 
Presidente de los Estados Unidos, @1 nombre de su pais, recone- 
cera la independencia de Filipinas como una macion separada 
que s@ governanré por si misma y 1a autoridad del govierne 
inetituide per su pueblo bajo ila Gonstitucion entonees en 
vigor." 

La france "Constitueion entonees en vigor" se refiere al 


periods terminativo del Comonwealth separado del periods de la 
el pericdo del Commonwealth dur, mientras no 

s del dominio y juris- 
la soberania Ameri- 


Republie, perque 
quede consumado con la entrega 4 Filipina 
diecion de muestro de puenlo y retirada de 
ca, @1 Reconeéimiento de la Independencia, y 1a palabra “re- 
conecerA® se refiere al periodo del Gommonwealth y no a 18 
luego mo aboga por le donstitu- 


Republieas Esta clausule desde 
, la "Gonstitucion entonces 









cion dual, proque analizando mas, 


en vigor" eon nuestro pueblo instituye nuestrogovierne y nuss- 


tra noeion, y desde entoones nusstre nacion tine ya vida natu- 
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ral, pere mo vide legal, Ahora se pregunta, qubn da la vida 


legal & nuestra nacion? La América con su sengion legal en- 
carnade 8m su reconceiniente Oficial como se ve en la 
citada de la Ley, 



























Cclausgula 


Si hacemos une Censtitueion que solo sierve al Gobierno 


del Commonwealth, esto no es sefial de un vacilante deseo de 


le Independencia, porque la Constitution, que formmes por la 
Ley Tydinge-MeDuffie admas de estructurar a nuestro pueblo, 

J deba tnesider a demostrar nuestro acie:to an Cumplir la ¢on- 
Gicion que mos ¢xige Amerien a trueque de la independencia que 
va a vinir en fecha fija y segura garantisada por la citada Leyes 
Bl Gobierno del Commonwealth es un entrenamineto en el manejo 
del gobierne en um terreno resbeladizso, y este terreno es la 


a i 


perepectiva de los intereses del Gevierno Americano y de los 
cludadanos Am@ricanos en nuestro propia tierra, y si por wm 
adesculds de algum ealusula, que inedvertidamente ponemos en 
la Comstitusion despierta o hiere la susceptibilidad de Ame- 
rien de euya voluntad despende @] nacinbute o abo do de 
nueetr futura Republic, resultara un inealeulable perjaice a 
a nuestro supremo ideal. 

S12 otro incoveniente si hacemos 1a constitution extensiva 
hasta la Republica, como los tiempo que corremos son inquietos 
y situmeion de aqui a doce afios despues de nuestro pueble y de 
nuestr recabion con America, reulta ia falta de adapt abilidad 
de la comstitucion, que formamos ahora, & 14 futura situdeion, 

Ademas despues de diez afios pueden ofrecerse algums po~ 
eidilidades de vonquistes « nuestro favor pero no podremoes ob- 
tenerlas por uma cort» piesa que pueda entrafier Constitucion per 
una imprevision que no podemos ¢vitear pow una actuacin prematu- 


Toe Mu chases veees mm matural de deseo degenra en mm ext raviade 
an desructora incohenrencia les procedinm 





—— yom 








de 1m epmsecucion de nuestro deseo, 





A@emas @] formar una Sonstitu@ion para el Gebierno del- 

commonwealth y para la repébliea a la veg, tiene que toear al- 
gim asunte de earseter internacional segun @sta elausula do la 
Ley Tydinge-MeDuf‘ie: "Que el Gobierno de lias Islas Filipinas 


en cumate sea independente de los Estados Unidos, asumira to- 


























dae la obligaci ones contunuas contraidas por los Estades Unidos 
on virtud del tratade de paz om Kepala que cedio dicks Is- 

las Filipinas @ les istados Unidos, 81 aboradr esta clausula 
neeisita conceimiente @1 aleance y volumen de diches obligaciones | 
y de las consecuenciag intefnacionales contaides por America 
en @]1 tratade de paris con Eepafla y otras naciones que tienen | 
comereio @n Filipinas y relaciones diplomtieas con American, 

Bm las @8laciones y compromisos que Sfenen entre si lac na- 
cionas hay @tieas en @] proeedimiento, consegradas por la die 
Clomatica internacional, Aparte de esta hay secretes y tole«- 
rancias a cambio de reprocidades beneficiosas cuyo conociniente 
Solo esta en @l seereto de las Gancillerfas, Resuerdese aque- 
lla cuestion de los chinos en Filipims «n qw aposar de las 1 
leyes vigentes no se han podide obligar 4 @scribir sus libros 
de contabilidad en Ingles o en Sspafiel. Gon todo eneontraron a 
apoya @n Washington. 

Bl tiempo para formr la Constitucion de la Republics 
Filipina esta implicitamente indiesdo en las siguientes clau- 
eulas de la Ley Tydings-MeDuffies “la Constitucion Deberé 
contener tembiém las sigientes disposiciones, que tendran 
efecto desde la fecha de 1a proclama del presidente recone 


ciende la indepencia de las Isles Filipinas, como mis adelan- 
gesente: que los derechos de propiedad 


de lane Ielas Filipinas se aj usteran 


te se dispene en 14 p 
de los Betados Unides y 


y determimran inmediatamente." ; 
Este *ajuste* ee e1 timepo implicitamente indieade po 


ln Ley Para formar B® Gonstitueion de la Republica, porque y® 


habré temminedo la demostracion practiea de nusst ca enpacidad 
para@unir todas las re sponsabilidades de una nacion completa- 

























lipines de sus repectivos pueblos on larce y delieada confe- 
rencia oficial, Ahora Filipinas y America estén en 1a posicion 
de dos asociados en una sociedad m@reantil que se disuelve en 
@1 timepo del ajuste en que se empleza por sefialar la cune- 
tia del Gapital propie y repective de enda ume de les dos 
socios apertade al formar 6] negoeio, sicue @1 balance de 

ie exeitancia, de los gastos, de los perdidag, de las ganancias, 
ce ins ebligacion@s que pagar y otras ~esponsabilidades, Des- 
pues de esata operacion se mee las separacion de capitales ex- 
tentes aportades y la reparticiém proporecional de ganancias 
tomo tanbien de los compromisos. Esto no @s mas que mma compo 
Pacion de Filipime de los gastos que hizo 4meriea peor ayuder- 
mos °° salir del yuge de Sepafiag de los gastos de la eonserva- 
cion del gobierno Filipine y de sus mejoras, Despues de esta 
operacion, siguen ofertas de permutas de intereses on regteos 
y propuestas de transacciones bemefiagiosas & ambas partes, 
ete, Cuando este todo earregiade a satisfaccién, se SSKREGNA 
vonsignara el acuerdo en solemne dogumsto publigo, Beste do- 
cumento dara orientacién luminosa a la formacion de nusstra 
constitueion nacional para la Republica sin restricciones, ni 
igpesiciones, ni deudas ni clausules revoBables. Por filtimo 
libre ya le constitucion que se ha de formar de todos @¢a08 
lonares d@ sumisiém billardé con la m4s preciosa joya de dba- 
tnetar la soberanfa propia que es ¢1 oramento esencial de to- 


da: las Constitutionnes. 
Bn honor a la verdad los defemsores de la Gonstitution 


Puramente remitoma como tambien los defensores de ia Consti- 
tueién duel abordaron en sus eloeuentas diecursos este imor- 


taticime asunto eon Meestria 7 metodo que revelan en ellos 
materias Kindo respetuosanente 








conocimiente eonsumde de ls 
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mest cs 


Slustrads oriteric de les Fospestable miembres de esta a ucus- 
ta ‘e-mblea, 






















al Hon. Rumualdes para ocupar 6] estrado), 

i SR, HEPOMUGEMO, Re. Selior Presidente, 

&% ORe PRESIDENTE IBTERINO, Sefier Delegado. 

EL GR, MEPOMUGEND, RK. El siguiente orador del lado 
afirmtives, @6 61 Delecado sr, Sebrepefia, 

THS PRESIDENT, The gentlemen from Laumion has the floor. 


SPEECH OF MR, SOBREPRHA IN FAMOR OF THE OSIAS 
RS90LUTION 


MR, SOBAGPERA, Mr.President, and gmtlenen of the Genven- 
tions For some time now f have deen ready to cast my vote on 
the pending question, Undoubtedly a]1 of us have madeup our 
ming leone before this tige as to how w ghell vote on the ques- 
tion whem presented te us for dicision, Almost 411 the bright 
etere in thie Genvention have shed their liminous light on 
the question, All possible arugmsents pro and con have been 
adduced during the priod of then hours alloted te the debate. 
The pointe have been méreilesaly atrained and, I suspect, by 
repetition beaten filet, This yeminds me of a story about 
a certain minister who wae aaked to 1cad © aongregation in 


prayers Ne prayed thus: 
Lord, there is one thing we neod--it is power 


Give we thas power we need, 


we need power now, Lord, 
Lerd, we need power todye, 


we need power to-morrow, 3 
we need power the day aftor to-morrow 


eve need pow. he @ @ ¢ 8 9 








expreseion to this impatience ona 
you need are ideas,* 


The repStition of the few important points presented in 
supper of @ach side of the qiestion at iseue must be hecoming 


irksome te us and te thepublie that listene to the echoes from 
this hallies 





There is, however, one point which I belicve has been 
beon dwekt upem at length,if tHouehed at all, and whieh I 
should like to bring toyour attention, if I may, as another 
reasons why we should teke a @@rsichted, insteed of ashort- 
sighted views On the constitution we are te frame. A nation-+ 
el constitution is not simply an instrument to set up a new 
severnmentor a gharter of liberty to cuar tee citi] richts 
but is treatise which reflects the philesophy of life of the 
people that sete it forth, Wehn the dBlegate from Cebu, the 
Ronorable *anvel Briones, spoke, on the reason why he nomi- 
nated our distinguished president te be the leader in this 
convention, he said amonmr other things: 

“. 6 « « sm Mr, Reete the personality of the lawyer is 

comphemented by a vast spiritual euriosity which has 

moved him te explore the f mdamental disciplines of humm 
natures Im an assembly such as this which neets to arti-«- 





eulete and ergamize the entire life of the nation, 1 trust 
that yeu vill agree with me when I say that his persome- 
lity is fer us mot only anormament, but of a real and 
positive value," 

The motive whieh hae ins»ired us to select thepresident of 

the Convention im one which is some measure must have inspired 





the electorate in shoosing their delarates to this assembly. 


It ic clear, therefor¢, that right at the very birth of this 
het this convention is to formu- 





bedy and ery mad be nu heard t 









































late a constitution dgawn fron the very depth of ow native 


genius and designed to refiect veSore thet keen wes of 


an observant,if not eritienl, world our coul as a wace, The 


Sonstitution we write shall be th: first dogument we as a peoe 


ple thrus ® truly representative eseembly orderly ana properly 
convened, shall present to making as on exprewesionof our 
fundamental idens on governzent, @ducation, economies of 

our fundamental ideas S8@K om governmert, and various ether 
vitel subjeetea, Dy it the world will judge us wheter or not 

we are & progrescive race possessed of depth of thought and 

of far viglon, 

If the coustitution we are ABZA te fraud, the first do« 
cument by and through whieh the peoples of the world will peer 
into our in or theughts, and inte our soul is te properly ree 
flect ow philésophy as a peoplé, we should not aim at short 
ranmre but at lenmg rangs, we show.d not plan for a deeade but 
‘or deonde, @@ showld not think interme of the immediate but 
of years wmendin, Only os we think of the oay years beyond 
om). we draw deeply for our background ef @enturlies, only as 
az we plan far into thefuture ahal we @allforth inte active 
play all ovr innér sesouges, ohly as we organize the entire 
lite of the mtion for al] time to come shal we be able ina 
real way to artioulate our yearnings, our hopew ani aspirations. 

For the making of «uc! 4 document which ve would have te 
rolect an@ oxpress the best ideas, the loftiest sentiments 
ond the noblest hopes whieh lie fatent in Pilipine bosom, no 
any other people have met under more favo 
iberty which the 


ropr eentatives of 
rable clreumetences, Mes of ‘he onarters of 1 
nations of wrld possess have ben seoured from unyielding go- 


vernins powers by way ef rovolutions, and wrested from obs- 


tinate morardis by *eans of fire and word, They were mde when 


ga-sionran igh and then misunderstinading 
sugh a atate of afféadze is not present 


The filipinue people are not wresating 





beth exeitement and 
and hate were rampant » 
as this convention meets. 



















their freedom and 
tinate tyrants but 


civil richts from the clenched fists of obse- 
ar Tree@ivins them from the Gracious hands 
or & cen®reus peo -le, Heither are we meeting now under duress, 


“© are Gegoembled here freely, unmoles teg, undisturbed and 


unthreatned te fomulate a document best suited to our no As, 


most compatible with cur temperament, «nd best expressive ef 


ourt thoughts and life, Indeed, in the Spirit of calmness 
ond thuchtfullnes, in the axeaxaag attitude of understan ding 
and trutheeekin: a@d in the atmosphere of friendship lines and 
frecdom we are privileged to frame the f niwert«l law of 

our land. 

There is anothe: reason for believing that the constitue 
tion tob be formulated now will be just £4 a manisfestation of 
our outlook as a people, These that have been elected to this 
Assembly present a veritable crosa-section of the peoplets 
thoughts and convictins and a balanced mixture of the cultures 
whieh form the warp and reof of our eivilization, 

'@ have here represented the old and the young, the rich 
ami the ppor, the eonsérvation and the radical, the business- 
man and the churdhman, The old bringe into our coliration the 
poise of age, and the youn,g its restlessness, The rich brings 
to us for the consideration the appreciation of the value of 
private property, and the poor the waning against social requi- 
cites, Th@ conecrvative brings to our study the steadying gae- 
tore of treditiens, and the radical, the d»ring ¢ ements of 





ovocresss The busineseman submits of our approval the pro Gale 
mation of plans for economic emancipation, «md the churghma my 
¢-e enuneiation of principles for the freedom of the séul, Thus 


the o14 generation is given the privilege to bave come direc~- 


tion in the affaire of its children while the youth is alse 


given the op ortunity to say that it wants of ite fubures the 


rich is alleged te »retcst his richt and thepoor te f4emand 


for creater eppetunity, the conservative is al owed to yield 
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+ £ 
© influenee te preach his belier in mAaterialien and 


mer te Gxpeund the Cmptiness of material 
enece of the ternal verities, 


Not amly do we have in this Convemtion & veritable csecs- 


seotion of the peoplegs lite bat alse a hapoy mixture of the 
cutures whieh form the fabic of our civiliszeti: 


the chan 
prosperity in the ab- 























inh RR ti aS mes — 
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‘Me Ye have here 
able represented the Latin-Spamish culture. rhe 4 a 
Spanish sheeole are here adering and effectively influencing i 
this sugust bef, The anglo-Saxom culture is mo less lneking ; 
in its representation of able men, Gradutes from our own Bnglish 7 
thught sheoole and the tniversities of america are aleo here j 
represented in great nuaber, The best in the Christian eivili« 
sation will mot have monopoly of the best that we shall have 
embodied in the construction, The grendest in Mohammedanisn : : 
may heve a fabric have here and there interwoven in cur finished h 
product perhaps to add te it something of the virtility and 
hgil)ianee of our brothers from Mindanae. 

ur. President, I most humby submit that at no better time 
than now and under no wore favorable ¢ireunstances than the ! 
present em we eonvene a constitutional assemboy to frame 4 : 
gonstitution that shall best orient the couse of our country 


emi fomaulate a document that shall best reflect our philese- 


phy as ap people. I shall vote for the resolution that we are 


fronine a constitution sfor an indefinite time, always subject 


of ecurse te toe future amendment s anddispositions of our 


moving, growing and advancing races 
2L Sk, RABUMAN, Sefior Presidente. 
et, SR, PRESIDENTS, Sefier Delegade por Leyte 
SL GR, KAPUNAN. B2 eabaliero por Laguna, sefior Zaballa, 


en contre de ia resolucione 
PRESIDENTE, Tiene le palebre 


hablare 
aL SR, 


el Delegado por Laguna 


















SPEECH oF VR, ZAVALLA AGAINST 
THS 
RESOLUTION OSIAS 





Mr, President and Gentlenen of the Convention: Due to 


the limitation of time at my disposition, x willbe brief 
im the exposition 6f my view on the resolution under ¢gon- 


rieal flights and embellishment of which appeal more the emo 
tions and semtiment of the mombers of this distinguished body 
than to their reasoning powers and intelleet, In order to argue 
dispassionately this momentous question, we have to distinguish 
oratory froma argument, reasons from sentiment, and logie from 
pure crest ure. 

At the outect, I want tomake ay stand against the reso- 
lution @lmr,. I de not want to be misintepreted, I am ons 
of these whe se the wisdom of dyGfting, & constitution of the 
Philippine Bepublie with the minimim alterations 2nd Qusndnuents 
te adopt ti to the new order of things. i an alas for 2 comsti- 
tution that willwithetemad the havoe of time, a constitution 
that willf@4thfully reflect the tradiSdens, ideale, custom 
andi culture of the Filipino people now end for the tine to 
gone, & Constitution tuat pulsates like @ living being in hare 
mony with the needs of te occasion, In andher word, 1 am for 
a comtitetion susceptibel fo having life breath into it, a 
eorstitution that grows and yet durable and indestructible. 
I am in sywphaty with the spirit and intention of the resolu- 
tion in question, but I am against ti because it is impossible 
of cowplianee under the Limited authority of this Convention 
une} beeswee this convention has 29 authority to formulate a 
Aen for the Philippine Republies because this Convenm 
ed power from the Cone 


conmetit: 
tion having esly and enjoying a delogat 
ae of the United States gannot decide for thege 





generations 
gre 
to come whet econstitutionshal, be adopted for the 
the question as to 





free and ine 






deponint Philippine Republics and because 





; 
4 








— WnGther Gr not the constitution te be drafted and Tommulated 








by this body ought to be adopted alse ss the fundanental lew 
of the free and indeondent Philippige depends upon the merit 
an’ the contente ofth the same and not beeause this Gonven- 
tion ordain that it shall be so enforeed aftay the establish- 
ment of the Philippine Republée, 

i dare say timt the resolution im question seeks the pere 
fomanece of an impossibility taking int. saecount the Limi ted 
avuthom&y this convention has, We are here, gentlemen, to 
draft and formulate a constitution ty virtue of ‘he “race, 
concession and delegation of authorbty made by the congress 
of the United States and not as representatives of a soverbigns 
Pilipino peopié, We derive our suthority from Gong¥ess by 
virtue of the enuotwentef the Tydinge-MeDuffic Law or the 
Philippine Independence law and not be@ause of the wandanute 
of the esevereign peop e of a free and independence Philippiges. 
The centlemen from Camarines Sur, in speaking yesterday of 
Gonetitetional sonvention with supreme and omnipotent powers 
ati responsible enly to the peepi¢e, had undoubtedly in mind, 
fudeine frem the authority BMAX cited by him, a constitutional 
convertion @all1¢4 by the sovereign autherity of the state, and 
ther fore, ehothed with powers and coestensive with sovereign~ 
ty iteelf, This Genvention, however, veihg © Congressional Crear 
ture hee neee?sesrily limited powers consisting of those express 
ly granted im the nabling act or negessarily implied thereée 
from, ow enn we gentlemen of the convention, preseribe what 
core titetion the future Fhilippine Republic el have or 
extend the operation of the fundamental iaws we are to pre- 
chon we have only @ limited euthority derived from the 
United States? Is not the appzobal of the 
Oatas resol ution tentanowmt te subjecting the future and free 
Gevernnect to the humilation of Scing 
Goncrese of the United 


pa TS 


Gonercss of the 


inéeoendent Philippine 
run and leg ajated dndireetiy by the 























Stetes oven after th recognition of her free oxistence en 
mother country? and I further ask: Will the future Philippine 
Republic abide by the BRAEEX dictun @uundated by thie boy, if 
“h@ reoolution is approved, to the effet that the constitu. 
tion to be drefted and formulated under the limited authority 
delegated by the Congress of the United States and also se-ve 
ae the basie law of the future Republie? Suppese that the 
sovercign peeve of the future Republie shall decide to atopt 
an entirely mew constitution effective uper the stablishnent 
of the mew goverment, where will the Osias Resolution be? @ 
Gentlem@t, I gustain that the reselution now before this 
Convention #6yr rejection or approval is uselees, unneeessary 
ané will carry not out the purpose of whieh inéended, 

The gentleman from Satmagas, in agnwer to the crgument 
againet the resolution before this convention advanced by the 
Gentlemen from Manila, made nention of the fast that since 
the constitution te be dvafted and formulated bythis body whali 
be submitted to the pseple of the “hilip ine Islends for om 
sifieation or wajection as provided in Seetion 4 of the In- 
dependence Law, the same oan serve as & comtitution of the 
Philip ine Republic inaamuch as it has the stamp of approval 
of the people, Yes, it shai have theapproval of th dependent 
peop @, but not the severeign Filipino people Whatever may 
he said iv. favor of the etme the fact remains that the 
ao orval of the constitotion be/drafted/ty us by the Pilipine 
recrle under Amerieam regime is not equivalent to its ratifi- 


ontion by & severéign peepis in the exercise ef their soveregn 


son@re The peoplé, in spproving or rejeeting the constitution, 


shal. be acting as amere mandatory ef She Congress of the Unde 
ted States whieh gives us auch concession subjedt to the limi- 
tation and eonditions imposed in the independence, Law. It 

f the advyoeates of the resolution 
plebiscite aaaa be the 


wil de assuming to far 
should aesert that the result of the 
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wished bedy shalibe submitted to the 
has been established, 


People after therepublie 


it is my hugble opinion that thts convention has no 
power and autherity te prescribe what Constitution Bhe future 
Philip ine Republic shall have,contrary views advanced by 
the supporter of the resolution notwithstanding, The gentle- 
mon from La Union im reeapitulating hs argument in favor of 
his resolution and in his final usual ludia etZle, hurled the 
challegee es the op onent of the resolution te cite a single | 
provisions im the whole Tydings-MeDuffie Law limiting the aué 
thority of thés Convention te draft a constitution for the 
Philippine Commonwealth only. Seuh a ehallenge ean be well 
anewered by asking the proponent of the resolution himself to 
cite a single passage in the independence law which glearly and 
unequivocally gives to this distinguished body the authority te 
drart the fundesemti Lawes for both the Philip ine Bommonwealth 
and the future Philippine Republic, The proponent of the ra@e~ 
iution had te admit, the first time he spoke in support of his 
measure, thatthe elamece “under the constitution then in force" 
found in the past part of Section 10, subsection (4), of the 
TydingsdMeDuffie Law presupposes that the future Philippine 
Republic may still adopt at the timeef its inauguration « 
Gomstitution other than the one whieh thie convention shall 
formulate, If that is so, the gentleman from La Union has com- 


the United States desires tehave some provisions 
even after the establishment and recognition 
pine Republic it says so in som many words 
thout reservations and without ambiguitye 


Gonzress of 
made effective 
of the future Philip 
without hesitation, wi 


if the constitution drafted aaa formulated by this disting- 





























16, AS Conzr@ss desires that the interests of the American siti 
sens 


be proteéted even after the recognition of the 


procalmation of the President réegognising the Independence of 
Philippine Islands," what ould have prevented Congress, if 
ite Sntentention wa really te give this body atthrotiy to 
formulate thefundamental laws of both the Commonwealth and 

the future Republic, to make itself just as clear when it 
preseribe thatsome of the mandatory »revisions shall be effect- 
fective after the reeognition of our independence? If the 
imtention of Congress was as claimed by the supporters of the 
resolution, why did it no include among the mandatory provi- 
sions one to that effect? 

The power oe tue lay down the fundamental iaw for another 
recine should not be preseumed nor extracted drop by drop and 
pieee by piece from disjoined and disconnected provisions of 
lew. Because of its remendous significanee and far reaching 
effect amounting to the encroachment on the right of a free 
peo le, the power to draft a constitution for another govern- 
ment sho 14 net be so easily and lightly inferred, Therefore, 
it is fer the advoeates of the resolution to demonstrate that 
this distinguished bedy has such power and authority for the 
opponents of the same Bas 411 the presumptions in thetr favor, 

The eonstitution to be drafted by this distinguished 
bedy may also serve 45 the fundamental law of thefuture Phi- 
Lippine Republic only in two classes, that ish}firet if, imp- 
¢ as & eondition for the crating of the inde- 
glands; and, second, if so adopted ty the 


itself, The omission of such a condition 
@ did not in the least iastend that 


posed by congres 
pendence of these I 
Philippine Republic 
ic enowh proof that songres 











and delegated qutherity, It is plain logic 
of the Ugited States cannot promise the 


that the Congress 
freedom of our come 
try ond till preseribe what constitution we shall have after 

the independence has deen granted hout Committing the 
erossest ineonsisteney imaginable, 

The resolution under eonsideration is also entirely out 
of place and premature, The fubure republic itself shall detter- 
mine what constitution it shalihave, We do not represent the 
future Philippine Republic, and XZ, for one, will not dare 
decide for the soverign authority of the Philippine Republie 
qhen 1 know pesitively that i am not here aa a representative 
of a free and indepmdent state in the making. Let us not ar- 
regate te ourselves the power we do not possess, iet us not 
attribute to ourselves privileges whieh we do not have, and 
let us not decide that the gometitution be prepared by SHE us 
shall alee serve a the basic law of the Philippine Republic 
before we have the Gonstitution and long before the adventof 
republie itself, Let me first east my cyes on the constitution 
before I decide to bind with my action the present generation 
of the FAlipinoe » the genrations to come and msterity,. 
Z cannot east my vote for the adoption of a constitution that 
is still haging im the air whenthe hap iness and welfare of 
our people is dependent upon it. 
Gentlemen, the present stand of the advocates of the 

resolueion may be likened to a .hysician who prescribes today 

certoin medicine to ure his patient of the silment Shat 
may atteck him ten years from now, with a promise that he 
will be able to dfind out the curative effieasy of ‘he said 
medicine in @ coupl 
will you think of that kind 


e of months, If you are the patient, what 
p6f phgsician? in this case, we 



























18, are not only risking the life of a single individual, but 





the existence of a nation of thirteen million souls, } 
LBVANTAMIERTO DZ LA s&SSI10¥ | 

GL GR, SEVILLA, Sefier Presidente, 
SL SR, PRE EILDENTR, Sefior Delegado. 

















BL SRe SEVILLA, Pide que é@e levante Aa session hasta a 
lunes préxime, a ims eines de la tarde, 

EL SR, PRESIDEPTS, GNTERW, Loe que estém cotim conformes = 
Gon le mocion, que diz si, (Varios Gres. Delegados : Si). | 
Los que no lo estem que digan no. (Vrios Sres,. Delegados: WD). 
Hay una mayoria en favor de le mocion, Queda aprobada, ; 

Se leventa la session hasta ¢] proxime, a las cuatro 





de eu tarde 





Bram las 10:16 ae me 


